This course is equivalent to one and a half A-levels in terms of size and UCAS points.
You will develop a foundation of the core knowledge, skills and understanding that the
performing arts sector requires and develop further skills by completing a range of units
through a choice of these pathways:
•

Acting

•

Dance

•

Music

•

Theatre Production

Unit 1: Prepare to work in the
Performing Arts Sector
Unit 2: Proposal for a
Commissioning Brief.

Unit 3: Influential Performance
Practice

Unit 4: Combined Arts

Unit 8: Performing Repertoire

Unit 10: Classical Theatre
Performance

Unit 11: Script Writing

Unit 6: Improvisation

You will analyse the working conditions of the Performing
Arts sector; learn how to create self-promotion material and
how to audition for roles.
You will take on the fictitious role of a Company Director and
learn how to apply for performing arts work as a company
director.
You will study a range of practitioners from a practical and
theoretical perspective. You will choose one to research
further and you will produce two contrasting practical pieces
for an individual performance.
You will study the development of performing arts and learn
how different art mediums are used together to create
contemporary work. You will choose a piece of existing
repertoire and re-create this, as a group, to include a range of
performing art forms.
You will work as a group to produce and perform an existing
piece of repertoire, demonstrating your ability to work within
the particular stylistic conventions of your chosen piece.

You will study a range of classical texts from a practical
perspective and develop your acting abilities to reproduce
this performance style in a performance of your group’s
chosen text.
You will be inspired to write for stage, screen or radio to
capture your devised narratives on paper to refine and
record. You will explore the specific nature of writing for a
performance and learn how to use feedback to refine ideas
towards creating a memorable and exciting script.
You will explore and develop the creative skill of
improvisation and understand its place in the development

Unit 9: Acting Technique

Unit 23: Create Music to Perform

Unit 27: Singing Performance

Unit 18: Production and Stage
Management Process

Unit 23: Character Design and
Realisation

process of performance. This unit can be approached through
any performance discipline eg music, dance or drama or a
combination of more than one for example physical or
musical theatre approaches.
You will explore acting techniques in practical workshops and
understand how some texts demand particular ways of
performing and how some remain open to the unique
approach of the actor. You will need to perform in a
performance using a specific technique of acting.
You will explore a broad range of compositional ideas and
influences to inspire current music possibilities but, at the
same time, to reflect on the range from traditional Western,
classical, jazz and popular styles as a creative stimulus.
You will apply singing skills and techniques in different
genres. It is about performing as a soloist, in different vocal
groups and in different styles. You will have opportunities to
experience the demands and exhilaration of live singing
performance.
You will learn about the role of production manager and the
role of the stage management team as well as the skills,
techniques and methods that are used. You will have an
opportunity to fulfil aspects of these roles and further
develop your understanding.
Character design and realisation is an umbrella term which
describes the various specialisms of costumes, props, masks
and make-up which assist in the creation and maintenance of
character and help the performer to communicate a
character’s qualities and motives to an audience. You will
have an opportunity to choose one of these specialisms and
develop your understanding further – designing a brief and
realising your final design for a performance.

Choose from one of the following ‘shopping bags’. The ‘shopping bags’ contain
all the information you will be given as to your character. Using only these
items to help you, create a character, (in your head), based on these items.
Now, write a monologue as your created character. Aim for 2 minutes
performance time.

Shopping Bag 1:

Shopping Bag 2:

In the above task, you started to create a naturalistic character – albeit using
only random objects.

Now for your next task, watch the following clip. This is an example of
commedia dell-arte, (an acting technique which we explore as part of the
course). As you watch, jot down your reactions to this style of theatre. What
interests you in particular? What do you think would challenge you?
The World of Commedia dell'Arte - YouTube

You can either film yourself performing your monologue and discussing a brief
reflection on the commedia clip, or email me your work

